


 
 
 
 

 R  E  A  D  Y  .  W  I  L  L  I  N  G  .  A  B  L  E 
 
 
Whether you are interested in locating in a historic downtown or in an 

industrial park, let us show you all that the Natchez & Adams County area 

has to offer. Our site locations, port, railways, roads and airport, are 

strategically located in Southwest Mississippi on the banks of the beautiful 

Mississippi River with easy access to regional metropolitan areas. We offer 

extensive support systems to assist you with everything from environmental 

permitting to research assistance and workforce training.  

 

You'll enjoy our city-wide annual events, museums, historical homes, as well 

as an abundance of outdoor recreational activities. After hours there's always 

socializing with friends against the majestic sunsets of the most historic city 

on the Mississippi River. So check out our view. We're ready, willing and able 

make a home for you and your business.  
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H  O  T     T  O  P  I  C  S 
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THE GULF OPPORTUNITY ZONE 
 
The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005 is 
federal legislation that was passed by 
Congress and signed into law by 
President Bush in December of 2005. This 
legislation provides for Federal Tax 
Incentives to areas affected by 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma that 
were designated as warranting individual 

or public and individual assistance. Adams County is one of the counties 
included in the Zone for individual and public assistance.  

 

 
To learn more about the G.O. Zone, please read more at:  
www.mississippi.org/content.aspx?url=/page/gulfzone& 
 
 

 

 

MISSISSIPPI 
RENEWAL 

COMMUNITY 
 

In 2002, Mississippi was fortunate to receive one of forty Renewal 
Community (RC) Designations given nationally by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). The RC program is a tax incentive program 
enacted by Congress in 2000 under the Community Renewal Tax Relief Act. 
  
The RC program, which began January 1, 2002 and continues through 
December 31, 2009, allows businesses located within the 40 designated 
areas to receive valuable tax credits aimed at providing businesses with 
immediate tax relief. Mississippi’s designated RC area includes portions of 13 
counties and 30 municipalities located throughout the central portion of the 
state. A segment of Adams County fits into the RC area.  
 
In addition to new industry, existing businesses, which are the backbone of 
Mississippi’s economy, will be able to benefit tremendously from this 
designation as well.  To learn more, go to the Mississippi Renewal 
Community website: www.msrenewal.org  



 
 
 

A  B  O  U  T     U  S 
 
 
The Natchez-Adams County Development Authority is the full service, 

professional economic development organization representing the City of 

Natchez and Adams County. Our primary responsibility is the recruitment, 

retention, and expansion of business in the Natchez - Adams County area. 

Our basic objective is to strengthen the region through economic and 

community development initiatives with emphasis on creating new jobs. Our 

commitment is clear: we exist to serve the mutual needs of your business 

and Natchez - Adams County.  

 
 

Our main areas of assistance include 
 

General Economic Facts and Demographic Information 

Workforce Training and Education 

Locating Available Sites and Buildings 

Small Business and Entrepreneurial Development 

State and Local Benefits and Incentives 
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Our Board of Directors 

 

Woody Allen – Chairman 

James West – Vice Chairman 

Leon Crawford – Secretary / Treasure 

Vidal Davis 

Reverend Leroy White 

 

Our Staff 
 

Jefferson C. Rowell - Executive Director 

Winnie Kaiser - Community Director 

Cynthia Lyles - Administrative assistant 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

B U S I N E S S    A D V A N TA G E S 
 
 

M I S S I S S I P P I 
 
Mississippi welcomes and supports business ventures that create new 

opportunities for its people. You can see it in the incentives and tax 

advantages offered. You can see it in the attitudes of leaders. And you can 

see it in the success ratios of new and expanding businesses.  

 

Why Mississippi? - According to an independent study by a major American 

manufacturer, Mississippi's business climate ranked number one among 23 

states in which it has manufacturing operations. Factors weighed included 

taxes, unemployment compensation, workers' compensation, labor, 

transportation, energy, health care, job growth and quality of life. 

 
Top Reasons to do Business in Mississippi: 

 
o Favorable Operating Costs Including Low Taxes 

o Strategic Location in the South Central U.S. 

o Quality Workforce and State Sponsored Training 

o A Fair Legal System with the Tort Reform Act of 2004 

o Progressive Financial and Tax Incentive Programs 

o One Stop Environmental Permitting 

 

To learn more about the advantages to doing business in Mississippi, please 

visit www.mississippi.org 
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To learn more, please check out the following link updated schedule of 
events can be found at www.visitnatchez.com 

 
 
IDEAL RETIREMENT DESTINATION 
 
Natchez has been awarded the American Association of Retirement 
Communities. We offer the perfect destination for retirees. For more 
information, please visit the Natchez Retiree Website: 
www.natchezretirement.net  

 
 

SHOPPING 
 
Adams County is the regional trade center of the Miss-Lou area, serving 
shoppers within a 50-mile radius. The Natchez Mall, which includes two 
major department stores, Belks and JC Penney's, and has 38 other specialty 
stores as well as a four-screen cinema. Downtown Natchez also provides 
numerous specialty and antique shops filled with treasures and trinkets. 

 
 

ABUNDANT RECREATION   
 
At least 10 months of fine weather each year and a combination of resources 
- including lakes, woodlands and wildlife - makes outdoor recreation a 
favorable element in Natchez' quality of life. Hunting and fishing are 
excellent, as are golfing, paddling, bicycling, jogging, swimming, tennis, 
baseball, football, soccer and other sports. 

 
Much of this activity takes place in Natchez' parks, including city-owned 
parks, such as Duncan Park with 200 acres. Smaller city parks are Bluff Park 
along the river, Memorial park on Main Street and Natchez National Historical 
Park, Natchez State Park and the Natchez Trace Parkway. 

 
The Natchez Recreation Department is dedicated to responding to the 
community’s needs by enriching their lives through life-long leisure 
enjoyment. They provide quality recreational programs and opportunities for 
personal development. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
D  A  T  A     C  E  N  T E  R 

 
 

GEOGRAPHICAL  
 
• Westernmost city in Mississippi 
 
• 200 feet above the Mississippi River – highest promontory north of the 

Gulf of Mexico 
 
• Adams County is 460 square miles; 67% consists of commercial forest 
 
• Distances to Other Major Cities  

o Alexandria, LA  60    miles    
o Atlanta, GA  505  miles 
o Baton Rouge, LA 90    miles  
o Dallas, TX  390  miles 
o Houston, TX  307  miles 
o Jackson, MS  105  miles 
o Memphis, TN  295  miles 
o Mobile, AL  239  miles 
o Monroe, LA  90    miles 
o New Orleans, LA 170  miles 

 
 
CLIMATE 
 
• Complete seasonal cycles 
• Winter: Normal lows 40 degrees F.  Average of 21 days with lows below 

32 degrees F; average highs in the 50’s 
• Spring and Fall: Generally pleasant and mild; average highs in the 70’s 
• Summer: Can be hot and humid with average highs in the 90’s with 90% 

humidity 
• Weather patterns heavily influenced by Gulf of Mexico and prevailing 

southerly winds 
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DEMOGRAPHICS  
 
• Population Natchez and Adams County: 34,340 

• Ethnic Percentages: 

o Caucasian: 46%; African-American: 52.8%; Other Groups: 1.2% 

• Percentage of families in Adams County who are homeowners: 70.3% 

• Median Income: $25,234; Mississippi median: $31,330 

• More than 2,000,000 people reside within a 200-mile radius of Natchez 

 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
 
• Adams County Supervisors are elected from five districts 

• Natchez has a full-time elected Mayor, with Aldermen elected from six 

wards 

 
 
TAXES 
 
• All Mississippi residents and businesses pay state income tax.  Income 

from federal, state and private retirement systems is exempt. 

 

• State Sales Tax: 

o Consumer goods and services  7% 

o Lodging (Natchez and Adams County) 10% 

o Dining (Natchez and Adams County) 8.5% 

 

• Property Tax City and County Millage rate:  $119.90 for every $1,000 of 

assessed value (10% of real value) less Homestead Exemption.  Tax 

breaks for homeowners over 65. 

 
 
COST OF LIVING  
 

• 90% of national average; greatest savings in housing, healthcare and 

state/local taxes 

• Range for three bedroom, two bath home: $70,000 - $150,000 
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BUSINESS & MANUFACTURING  
 
• Economic Development 

o Primary Agent: Natchez-Adams County Development Authority 

 

• Major Employers 

o Blain Companies    100 employees  

o Callon Petroleum Company   120 employees 

o Dunleith Plantation    100 employees 

o Energy Drilling     125 employees 

o Isle of Capri Casino    400 employees 

o J M Jones Lumber    100 employees 

o Jordan Carriers     100 employees 

o Mississippi River Corporation   87   employees 

o Natchez Community Hospital   278 employees 

o Natchez Markets    350 employees 

o Natchez Regional Medical Center  501 employees 

o Southwest Planning &  

Development  District    112 employees 

o Super Wal-Mart     430 employees 

 
 
WORKFORCE 
 

• Size 

o Approximately 13,050 

o 18.7% of Adams County residents have college degrees 

o 73.4% of Adams County residents are high school graduates. 

 

• Local Training Sources 

o Alcorn State University 

o Copiah-Lincoln Community College 

o Natchez-Adams County Train to Gain Program 
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

• Highway 

o U. S. Highways 61, 84 and 98 intersect in Natchez, connect directly 

with Memphis, Baton Rouge, New Orleans and Mobile 

o Natchez Trace Parkway, scenic National Historic Site, originates in 

Natchez and terminates in Nashville 

 

• River 

o Natchez-Adams County Port 

 Located on 320-acre tract at mile 361.5 on Mississippi River, 

1 mile from the Natchez-Vidalia, Louisiana Bridge 

 400-ft. berthing with two pedestal-mounted cranes with rail 

track; conveyor and bulk-handling system available 

 100,000 sq. ft. of covered warehouse space and 475,000 sq. 

ft. of climate-controlled warehousing connected by rail 

 Served by Canadian National Illinois Central Railroad daily 

 Direct shipments to Europe, Latin America and Far East via 

LASH barge 

 Accessible to other Mississippi River ports and U. S. 

intracoastal waterways 

 

• Air 

o Private Aviation: 

 Natchez-Adams County Airport 

• Limited air carrier certificate 

• Terminal includes meeting room, flight planning, 

weather radar, refreshments 

 Commercial Air Service 

• Available in Jackson, Mississippi and Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, both 90 minutes away 
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POPULATION  
 
 1990 2000 2005 2010 
Natchez 19,411 18,464 17,062 15,586 
Adams County 35,267 34,340 32,591 34,927 
Male 16,270 15,886 15,108 14,403 
Female 19,086 18,454 17,461 16,550 
 
 
 
INCOME 
 
In 2004 Adams County had a per capita person income (PCPI) of $23,271.  
This ranked 26th in the state and was 95 percent of the state average, and 70 
percent of the national average.  This PCPI reflected an increase of 4.9% 
from 2003.   
 
In 2004 Adams County had a total personal income (TPI) of $755,064.  This 
TPI ranked 26th in the state and accounted for 1.1% of the state total.  This 
TPI reflected an increase of 2.5% from 2003.   
 
 
 
WAGES 
 

Top 25 by Employment 
South-central Mississippi Workforce Investment Area 

 
Occupation Employment in 10 

counties 
Entry Hourly 

Cashiers 11,490 $5.96 
Retail Salespersons 11,350 $6.26 
Registered Nurses 8,800 $16.88 
Truck Drivers 7,040 $11.11 
Team Assemblers 7,010 $8.55 
Secretaries 6,680 $7.83 
Laborers and Freight, 
Stock and Material 
Movers 

6,170 $6.74 

Janitors and Cleaners 4,990 $5.95 
Nursing Aides, Orderlies 
and Attendants 

4,990 $6.60 

Stock Clerks and Order 
Fillers 

4,940 $6.79 

Bookkeeping, 
Accounting and Auditing 
Clerks 

4,750 $9.78 

General and Operations 
Managers 

4,670 $16.61 
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Office Clerks, General 4,060 $6.83 
Cooks, Fast Food 3,900 $5.92 
Security Guards 3,880 $5.90 
First-Line Supervisors 3,870 $12.11 
Waiters and Waitresses 3,840 $5.91 
Elementary School 
Teachers 

3,660 N/A 

Maintenance and Repair 
Workers, General 

3,580 $8.31 

Food Preparation 
Workers 

3,510 $5.94 

Sales Representatives 3,410 $13.64 
Customer Services 
Representatives 

3,270 $8.95 

Licensed Practical 
Nurses 

3,150 $10.08 

Secondary School 
Teachers 

3,100 N/A 

Psychiatric Aides 2,950 $7.54 
 
 
 
UTILITIES & SERVICES  
 

• Electricity Distributors  

o Entergy 

o Southwest Mississippi EPA 

 

• Water & Sewage service 

o Utility Name      Natchez Water Works 

o Source:       Ground 

o System capacity     6,800,000 gallons/day  

(25,758 kiloliters/day) 

o Average consumption    3,500,000 gallons/day  

(13,258 kiloliters/day) 

o Peak consumption   5,000,000 gallons/day  

(18,939 kiloliters/day) 

o Storage capacity   5,000,000 gallons  

(11,364 kiloliters) 

o Sanitary sewer capacity  5,000,000 gallons  

(18,939 kiloliters/day) 
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o Sewer treatment type   Activated sludge  

o Percent of community served 100% 

o Present load    54% 

 

• Natural gas distributor 

o Atmos Energy 

 
 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
 

There are four banks with one or more branches in Natchez:  

• Amsouth 

• Britton & Koontz 

• Concordia Bank & Trust Company 

• United Mississippi Bank. 

 
 
WEB LINKS 
 

• Links to in-depth statistics  

o censtats.census.gov/data/MS/1602850440.pdf  

o dra.gov/countylink.php?id=61  

 

• Mississippi Incentive Programs: www.mississippi.org 

 

• Other links for Business and Community Resources 

o State of Mississippi: www.ms.gov  

o Mississippi Department of Employment Security: mdes.ms.gov  

o Workforce Investment Network: www.wininmississippi.org 

o Mississippi Business Finance Corporation: 

www.msbusinessfinance.com  

o Mississippi State Tax Commission: www.mstc.state.ms.us  

o Mississippi Manufactures Association: www.mma-web.org  

o Mississippi Economic Council: www.msmec.com 

o Small Business Administration of Mississippi: www.sba.gov/ms  
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o Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality: 

www.deq.state.ms.us  

o Mississippi Technology Alliance: www.technologyalliance.ms  

o Mississippi World Trade Center: www.mswtc.org  

o Mississippi Department of Transportation: www.mdot.state.ms.us  

o U.S Department of Commerce – Mississippi: 

www.commerce.gov/states/mississippi.html  

o Delta Regional Authority: dra.gov  

o Southwest Partnership – swms.usnetworx.com 

o Southwest Planning and Development District: www.swmpdd.com 

o State of Mississippi Department of Employment Security: 

mdes.ms.gov 

o Entergy Mississippi: www.entergy-

mississippi.com/Economic_Development 

o Southwest Mississippi Electrical Power Association: 

www.southwestepa.com  

o For the in-depth visitors guide, please visit: www.visitnatchez.com 

o Natchez Trace Parkway: www.nps.gov/natr  

o Adams County? 

o City of Natchez: www.natchez.ms.us 

o Natchez - Adams County Chamber of 

Commerce:www.natchezchamber.com 

o Natchez Convention Center: www.natchez.ms.us  

o Natchez Police Department: www.natchezpd.org  

o The Natchez Democrat newspaper: www.natchezdemocrat.com 

o Natchez Retiree Partnership: www.natchezretirement.net  

o Healthcare  

 Natchez Regional Hospital: www.natchezregional.com  

 Natchez Community Hospital: www.hma-corp.com/ms5.html 

o Education 

 Alcorn State University: www.alcorn.edu/NatchezASU  

 Copiah-Lincoln Community College: www.colin.edu/Natchez  

 Natchez-Adams School District: www.natchez.k12.ms.us  

 Adams County Christian: accsrebels.com  

 Cathedral: www.cathedralgreenwave.com 



 
 
 

C O N T A C T   U S 
 
 

clyles@natchezadams.com 

 

211 Main Street, Suite B, Natchez, MS 39120 

P. O. Box 700, Natchez, MS 39121 

Phone:  601.445.0288 

Fax:    601.445.0234 
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